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On 25 Oaotober 1889, the 4Lh Batiballon Tihh Ialantry

deployed o Lhe RepuﬁLic-of Panama for a Lhree-monih rvobation.
Th@_bgﬁﬁﬁli@u upéraﬁédlﬂnder the command of Task
shti@ht;éﬁ;Th;s Task‘Fordéfs_ﬁegdguartefs wag the Ird Brigado of

.‘;th  .h Infantvy ﬁLvl.lon{ 1ghti. I wag the Exccubive foice?

'  0£ Al;h4 {omp¢nv,_4~17 Enfaniry..

‘vﬁThe"”th Infuntr Dlv;ﬂlon involvement'in’Panama began on

"11 May 1989 TPreeldoht Bu h ordvre d ‘the initiatieon of Gperalion

'ﬂlemPod Dancarﬁdue toﬁinébéds&d;tehsions between the Panamanian

"}and Unlted Qﬁdtﬁ”'gUVLPHMLﬂt The'first'énd second battallions

' fTﬁm;thu Nlnth Infantry Reglment and thL Ruvlﬁ@ntal

.'  fHeadquerer =dcployed to United Utatoe' AHSJdllatidns on the

1Ah14hb1C:-1d6.01 th fOImen C&nal ZDHE, Al the time, there

:f_weﬁe,nu 1niantry b ttmlionu permdnently gtationed on Lhe .

1de of thﬁ.canal The%e bdutaliunﬁ hegan Lo protect

<{AmerL an g and property irom ﬁhu iﬁcreasingffanamanian.'

,and bullylng Lactlcay Thes»‘units also ensured'that-

'ed a}lCUnlted Stutes nght" under thu prov: Lons 6{

Iﬁf@ﬁﬁéy; deploynd back tc Fort Or

The

'eaJ;ng of ten 1ons

Statlon d at

:E6h£ Eép;n§eranﬁ*Coc¢”Sqlojfseegf"

| Map)
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S The 4Lk Battallion, 17th Infantry, wes Inabially gbationaed
at Fort Sherman. We spent throe weeks complating Lthe Jungle
Operationg. Training Course. Thig sccolimatized us Lo the heat

~and, humidity., We also began the transiticn with bthe oubgoing

battalion, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry..

'While“at*Fth She rman, gach cempany rehearsed a.

,“onLLnapnPy mls th that 1b wau‘réuponmible fov'ln thw uvent

ﬂ;that ho tllltles broku OUu whil Cwe were in Junale TTalnlng

'“{The ou%br ak of h05t111L1T5 waéfkhqwnwby'the name of Ope ration

" lué~Sppdn, Alpha Company s mlSSlQn ‘was to geiwe the major

'W&Eaﬁéﬁgnfaﬂﬁbeiens Force(PDYi”Supp{y Dmpot 1ecunefthé major

'ffﬂupplled the maiprfﬁ u.lnbtdllatlonw_ih the-

'1and ecure a. radio re;ay Jtation[ Alpha

 Cumpdnyfdep yed‘in CH-47 (Chinpok) hCGCOptﬁra and ldndea on a

:!:égpﬁly depo£§.w€ monitored PDF reaction,tq

;‘We '

and

objﬂctxvev

PDF

monitormd the

Thls ‘miw lon wais

‘504Lh:

company fpom the Srd Buttallon,

They, 11ke




Lhe Jord, The firsh wag bLhe Righbh Danamanian infoentry Company

kndwxiaa 2 ClA, This chpdny wa # baéiu sanfanury comgany el
apprdximateiy one hundred-fiity men. In addivion bo Lalng
.1'.r.*.f.ani.:}‘yrh.er.l',"_ Llltﬁp &Qldie.r's :a.lsjo acted as the local law
'cnféfééﬁs,ﬁfh@ secoﬁdgunit.on the;pos# was a Panamanian Nofn-
-fcommlﬂ;loncd Offlcors Acadvmy fIt had aboub one hundped 

tudﬂnt W1Lh cadruh.Thf auademy al b0 had an arms room, and the

tudenLA had;aﬁcess,tmia;wide varie ty of weapon . There were

:“othhr Pandmnn;an bu1ld1ng 'oﬁ“ﬁhefpost}fbut-manyfépbcared

_abanddned-ahd somé'weragonly_selddm uged,

Thé Unlt d Stéfe dld not have any other units 106¢+eu_on

'\th? po tf'Howevor thm poat hou ed'a mdjop Amgrl san . hcusing 

ffaﬂéarfL oldl who mdlhiy worked ab Fort Dav1 "lived there

The fort alsbfcpntained'the=majpr Oommissapy and Exchange for

ail:ﬁoldiers.andffﬁﬁiiiéé{71v1ng an the Aul ntzc Sldu of the

qundJ The mﬁaor Ammunlblonluturage P01nt for Lhe Atlantlc

-fﬂﬁgu Wdu mute corner‘of t1e‘f0rt. Addltlonally, |

;;fheﬁféﬂt héused dnﬁAmcrlcan bowl ng alley,,theater,'lev& VI

‘gt qr‘*..e. "]

3 ;jand;théqafeas_undérg_:‘

that

errl t_O'_I"y,; : and aI‘L.d..a ‘







Alpha Company occupied Stwo bulldings on Fort Lgpinar.  Tha
Compahy-HeadquaPiers and Tirzt rlatoon uuuduied the former Ford

uulluk Offlc ha Ciub. Thelclub s&t‘oﬁ a zZheep hill on the
fea?tepn edbe of Lhe houging area overliooking Gatun Lake and the
V:fPanamanian‘NCO Ad&damy, It'wagia Gne*stoby,.cOhcréte?buildiﬁg"
T w1Lh.oné largﬂ bay, éﬁbar'POUMQ a kitéhén, two bathrdgmskwand
‘ffone $5?Wérl:mhe ;oldlpfu of‘C“a;llp Corpmny, Bnd Baﬁﬁéiion;~-

Tth Infantry had done an_exceptional 30b fO“tlfyln& the ﬁlub

TifﬁThé-bu1ld1ng had a trl}le standard concert1n¢ purlmeter w1th
‘°?'andbagged bunker at each corner., _”huy had ‘used: de‘01lart to
5'.cl ar away the ]ungle than grew ncjr.bhe purlmeter and had

'laced ground, urveillanpc radar se nsovs (REMBA 3) on thc

rallg 1n the Jungle that led up to th perlmetﬁr;*'

‘7@fﬁddrtlonally, they hud hun& chdLn llnk feﬁce from the'gutters

'“*bn tho roof to protect th:‘w1ndoww f“om any po ~iﬁie:$ttaﬁkf -

”iﬂfrom RPG type dntl*tank weapon”“”

-The 5ecbnd and Thlrd platuoua ovcup:ed Bulldlng 217 Thié

;gfour story. aoncret bluck buxld;ng thh ldrge




.T;lnuelllgenco Battallon' Vth-Infantry Dlvlolon They monltored_

candbagged bunkers wer 2 Lbullt on wach corner o the bhujlding,
and a Wit e obsﬁacia_appfoximately Len mebers deep was built on
Lhe side mf the'Buiiding Tacing ﬁhe gth CIA. VPinally, fighting
.posiﬂiéns.weré-built-gt-nhe ﬁbﬁ_of all L%lPmelu,l&nd

_concertina wag rigged wo that 1t could be dropped in all

C8tairwells

. Alpha Comp&ny had foupladdltlonal lcmento thdt w;re
lfdttached Lo 1t The flT t wav three meﬁbcrﬂ'of lclth Mlllthj:
 the ground Jurvelllancelpadar Irom‘the Offlcers Club. _-The"

'5; éond olement wa. a.Vuiéan éﬂtl‘alrcraft.team from thé 2nd
fﬂaattallon, 62nd Al? Defenbe. /tﬁ Iﬁf;htry Division. THis ADA
‘{ﬁgam llvgd_ln the OffIFPP Club &l s} and kepu the Vulcan‘in'the
‘ ‘ﬁéfiﬁ§£ér, }very'nlght they would drive it (towed bf a Humvee5

- aPound post dnd park 1n locatlons that would make good suppor*

 _5poS1t10na for-an WQSdult on the Bth CIA compound At these

Tlocatlons tnuy would u?ﬁ up the gun for flrlng Thay WOUid

"“fp@rform th j patrol: at dlfferent times cvery nlght and would

:’:‘iset up for dlfferent 1engths of tlme every nlght The thind

g tachment»was_artwo

_“nlpers llvéd

gbulldiﬁg 2

:fto k1l1fth9 guards

ﬁﬁn@cebsary They bur-t QEVEraT%flrlng-positlons 1n the bU1ld1ng

lgThey also helpad obServe the PDF compound and kept note& on the_

.‘ﬁdaily"dutlne of thn PD

”'he bﬁttallon saoutﬂ'ff_“'”
I?&and'hadfa rontlngency m1¢310n_j,*

at;the fr nt gate of,the PDF compound iif;f:_;.




Vfaqe pq;n@;

'Vﬂédence

f(patrolllng,:

The.daijy routine at Fort'Espinar goon beoame very
tgdious. onn arriving, T issued each zoldier hig hasic load
of ammﬁnition; Additiemally, an-ammunition'storage Toom was
;u ibllshed ln aach building . Tﬁeée'roomﬂ ‘ontalned gronauea

anti—tank wegpqns(ATv4fs ﬂnd LAW_ )}additional 40mm grenades

for M ZOS' claymopv mihes, and additional small arms
.ammunltlon.uoldiers-kept their.weaponsion Ltheir beds at all

' f£imésw Any tlme they 1uft th bu11d1ng,'they wdre what-We;:

alled our kliler suxt TthLCOH ] ted of Battle Dress

iUnlform w1th Body Armnr(flak ves f) ioad bear1n5 equ1pment WLth
ﬁbdQ1c lOad of ammunltion, pPOt@WtLVC mauk per&ondl weapon with

,loaded magavlne inséfted(no.roundiin'chamber), and camouflage

l;Soldlers npvep travelled 1n gr@upsusmaller‘ﬁhan_

 £heiﬁfLiﬁe t§amj-and‘each element-that_léfﬁ thé‘pdbiméteﬁ

arrled decuhe-cémMuniCation.. Phy ical Training was conducted

”f”uw1 e a.day (&ﬁe,tb dxffpr1ng ﬂchpdulea} The papticipaﬁts

would”rﬁhrin uhe standan 'drmy PT Lnxform and would be followedi

~by a Humvee wzth a heav1ly drmed flrc ¢eam'puilihg.sécuéity;

‘ggMany Puns and road marche« would haVeTa route that would bring

ompany,paat the main, Satn of the’:ath CIA Our‘ l'o‘ud"l'-K

r good‘voad march dldclplln.bwould us ually ellClt a

'01nted weapons,g

and tralnlng The platoon on force protecblon uycle




wasskepﬁ extremeiy.bﬁsy. All bunkersc were mannped by o 2oidier
in "kilier Buit” B@Ihéurg a day. The zoldier would shang
_his_bﬁnker_at'fpprt-arms" with his bayonet fixed. Hig fcllow
membérs'bf‘the'fdrce prbﬁéction e¢lement would either be
_réﬂﬁiﬁg fhelﬁing-Wi{ﬁ'sﬁrvivability construction, or waiting as
 a member of the QulLk Reaction Force(QRF),'a'fire teall that-had
-to deplcy 1n 60 ‘edoﬁdﬂ.' Usually the QRF énvestigated ground

:fradar enSLngS ln the Jungl but 1 Had Lo bo pr pared to

‘*' re1niorce any elcment on . the P0°t that ‘nee ded hclp

vatfblIiﬁéEQieﬁént cbh§ﬂantly'patrolled_thé'poét.

It Qoncentrated on the AmerJCan hou31ng aro but algo

Ammunltlon Supply Poxnt and JuzflefTrails that

toﬁﬁaﬁiouﬁ”apeasvgf'post; Many of thege trailsz would come

fout on PDF fac111t1ea, and.WG Would'make N polnt to let them

ﬂ{ se0 tha1 we were exer0131ng Lhe u. S rlghta under Lhe trnaty to_

'fthe fullest Lat we would get.even bolder with Dur
";patrolllng Each patrol was flre team gized, hach flPQ team

.leader had to wrlte an operatlonv OdeP for each hour long

QHe had to brxef th01r plan not only to hld fire team,:'

:tﬁ-ﬁngaﬁeifﬁ_ﬁVJ'

ch ilra Lralnlng at the melneﬁﬁaﬂéé"3 

”“.;thduc 1hg

,déatédfﬁédfﬁﬂqward ArnjFprce Base, tra;ningfathpff'




~Zherman, or training alt the Gatun Fetroloun
The platoons also practiced clearing ;

flocor planeg as the 8th CIA at Fort Eeps

My company and babtélimn.commanderﬁ’ intent waz to
domonatrdte Lo thp PDF thdt DUP unit hdd far superior traiﬁing
and'diﬁcipline They hnped that thlu would decreage the numbév
6£. ﬁcid nt:7w1th Lho PDP and Jf ;.caﬁe to force, it_would =

. 1nt1m1dated:by uur d@mnnsbrated suparl011ty

lf*Ah xddltlonal duty became pdrt of the routine, Task Force

;Atlantlc informed the battal:on ot an inc reased terrorist

' thfe3t3agaihsL5UgS; pe‘sonnel and facilities. Thig threat

tablzsh check p01nts a+ fhe commlw:ary.

'fexc ange _ahdfelementary;sahool Theﬁc ‘eheck p01nt“ would chéck

thgfldentxflcablon'cards of all'personnEl using these

fa0111tlea and 1n3pect cars for bombs or. weapon . The nmost

controversial of th be Lheck p01nts wav-one that was. set up to

'check vehlclea enterlug Lhe U S housihg area. Thisg

,che k poxnt COnSlSted of a w1re ob tncles and was et up far

fenoughfaway':rom tha U S area.that ‘an . ex plosibn at'the check?.w

arm any 010111an housxng ThlS LhOOk pu1n+ wab:

":pqlnfa“woul-d not

heytprotested vehemently but they- 

to remove'the barrlcades as Lhreateued

1ohs helghtened -Company began to be mor

ts"actlons. A new‘patrol route was establl hed

the'west'81de of the Bth CIA compound Th] route wasf

ﬁﬁat;movéd“from Bulldlng 217 through tha Jungle and ex1tud on f_fﬁl?ﬂn




vion

dagignﬁted Route Stampede. This route and other ac i hy [
unihs in Fanama cccazionally went beyohq our rights under the
provisioﬁé of the Canal Tréatyf Thgy were conducted to help
rahéaf§e er Opgration‘fBIUQ-$poon“, Lo meésupe the Panamanian

ﬂ_répﬁhséfﬁéfthesauever]1ncr ead 1ng aggresgive dCtlonu, and.to
;yuff t#§ §énam§ngaﬁsf gechityg"td sleep” by conducting

. aggressive actiong on a daily.basis.

Ten31ons reached new helghtm_on 15 Deu mber On that day

VGenera1¢N0rlega, the fandmanlan dlctator. decldrcd thdt aﬁdma

.,f$state_of war wlth the United State s. The next day, a

9ﬁﬁMdrinéhd Licer-wau‘ahot and kllled at a roadblock in FPanama

T"That ”ame"day a. Ndval Offlcor and hig Wife_were_detained

_:_dﬂd tortured 1n‘Panama Clty aftcr taklng a wrong turn

On Deuembar 18 my company commander Captaln MlChA&l

: ;Beoch ‘twsked me to reconnOLter an’ old trall that coennected

fFovt E pxnar w1th Fort DaVlm via‘the Gatun:PetvoleUm Tank Farm.
'V.I found the old tra11 and dlscovered that ﬁehicles:éduld.u5euit

"’ftb move betWe en- the two postb When I neached Fort-Davis.'I me t

“l_my battal "ommander":’ and —

Lieutenant Colonel Johnny Brooks,

:Rumbfé'?ahffampant’ﬁ le Dédéﬁbé%x The soldlers knewuf'

The only questiOn waa the date

*Somethlng waﬂ g01ng towhappen

-h se questlons Were anbweped duvlng the;return ommute 'l

.that afternoon of U S persannel from Fort Davls.' Residents




.wiShéd oﬂv'soldierﬁ good luck and fold them to be safe that
-evéning_as they passed through ocup check peint entering the
housing.area, It seemed obﬁious_that if gomething waz plannaed
fbrlﬁﬂ&t-eﬁéning,'there had been a major security leak. With
-thof arbe‘hﬁmﬁef”of iééél naﬁionals'eﬁployed at U.g.
;de01lltle;1.{£é u.=. pldn uould not have been mﬂch_of.a.

‘ffgurphl 2Rl fo the PDF A% appro:lmatd*y 1800 hours _the

3 ;Panaman1an‘Ind1ana who were employed on Fort Evplnar left theih

 [gggrterg @bqyeythg Clasg‘VI;stgrg'with:all‘Gf their wdvldly
¢§Q$$§a$ibh$ iﬁfBoﬂgs‘ff“ﬂ7f"t

Q 600 hours,.Cabﬁéin?Beéchfwés'instruéted ﬁo repor£ tp‘

Lhe- battallon command po&t at 1700 hour .*captain_geech_left in

jriven by Lhe company supply clerk. Priv#te John 

'Onpe_at_Fort“Dav1s,gthe-hattallon-prdérs-group ;oaded

"Fontb:6§ﬁér,§éhid1és_athhravé;iéd'to'Foft Sherman where Task

U Foree ‘Atlantic Headquariers was located. The ordars group

.0 pédeivéd: the operation order and wag informed, that Operation .

was now called Operation "Just Cause.’

-around 2100 hours The order had bsen wvltten S




-

for a.iong time (at least ag far dback as when 2-27 IN had been
al Espinar). We had:madﬂ'many adjusthents to it as we becane
'ﬁofglkndW1edgaﬁlé‘of tho post and the capabilities of Lhe.PDF}
”Abdﬁfbonceﬁa.week Sthe officers would gatﬁer and wargame the
‘plan an& make mlnop,adjustments The sbldiers_unknowingly'had

Qbeon rehear81ng the plan for about a month The company

"*Edeflnltoly kncw the plaﬂ_ﬁnd ter?al” very well.

order was oompl ta, 1st'Platoon;.commahdéd”j

'fgﬁby Lleuhenant Hugh depbeli began to 1nf11trdte Lo the [~'

'ﬁThey uﬂed a route tha+ was concealed from

' aﬁk qechidn, mo tar Sectlon, and bhe MllltaPV Intclllgence_

Prlvate Mlller

A erlcan soldler

appréﬁih&ﬁél&fﬁﬁﬁdﬁhbnfé,7ﬁhe'comhdsitégpléiébﬁﬁ

They moved by quad and left at two ﬁ"'




Headguarters Company,.ﬁpd Battalion, 5G4ﬁh FParachute Infaniry,
arrived at Lthe Officers Club. It was u;ﬁmanded by the
Headquarters Cqmpghy'gommmandef, Captain Matthéw Halder, and
had the company First Sergeant algo. I'm nolt sure about the
_Oompositiéﬁ Af:thefﬁfétoon' but I think they were goldiers from
-the battallon headquarter‘_ﬁectlon;: ooks eﬁé T391r migsion
waé torlqolatQ-and SOCUPé'the Panamdnlan NCO Auademy{de LgnaL=d
i_ﬁbjectlve Julief{ At thlw tlme :I,alsa.recelved an-~
r”ilnterrogatlon ttam from the ?ch Mliltary Intelllgpnce'

Battal;onl tatlonpd at Fort Davls

‘ At 23 O hours,zard Platoon,féommanded by'Lieupenant'Tyleh

* 0 enbaugh and 2nd Platoon,,commanded by‘uerbeant'Firét Class

fJose We&tern. departed Bu11d1ng 217 on ‘Route Stampede. Tt was . 000

. an dlmORt moonleﬁﬁbnlbht _dnd at_would_be'slow going througﬁ

thP thlck Junglefﬁ‘

At 0015 hours. lst Platoon ex1ted Bulldlnd 237 and-

‘ ”febtabllshed‘a secu‘ ty perlmeter JuSt out31de of Lhe bhlldlng

;:Loncealed from thh Bth CIA compound (Campbell 'AAR)"It was

'"mﬂapprox1mately ths tlme that 1t'was reported that the llghts

uh*CIA ompound We began to:worry abOUu;.f

 _0bJect1ve The mgrtag dld not flre any m13$1ons on thatiflrst




night.

I‘gathered_the zcout/anti~tank section and bthe Vulcan ftean
_togethéf and want over.ﬁphé.iast'minute'details. Qur migsgion
| wa$ £§.§Povid@.ijh.ffom'a.qnﬁport?by_firm.posigion_on tﬁe 8£h
'CIA Compound(dengnatod ObJOLtJVC hathy} The'supportwbwaive
..stlthn waq located apouud Bu1ld1ng °18(Class VI c“tor«a} and
'iju1ld1ng Zld (unknown PDF bUlelngj The SoldleP“-Of the Vglcan :
‘team had- Qt up 1n thb locatién frcquuntly,!andythey kneﬁ‘itf |
.'ﬁwoﬁld.také seven'm$ﬁuteé £oimove.from.the Offlc rs Club Lu Lhé
A&upporﬁ positlon and.be peaay to.flvet Thl Support element
4¥ wou1d conuentrﬁto Vuican.and A 4 flre ‘on Lhe maih gate}mafn.
:ﬁara:shack. aﬁa as ﬁuch.of~Buiidings *12 and 21u ab possmbl

"”The Vuloan could only ilre uOO rounds bcfore 1t had to reload.

‘ f5A\reioad'pOsition had been_designated in an area'that was

o quppress“

covered and concedled on a. nemrby cul deuvac 1n the hou31ng

 area; The support team thon had to bu prepaved tQ furbher

‘he Bth CIA compound or to move to the NCO Academy to

: help there Our First Sev eant was orlglnally buppoaed to lead_”

s:thls element and I was supposcd to move w1th one of the "

First oergeant had been v

The comp031te platoon left the club perlmeteb_at 0040

“'hourﬂf Ab 0043 houra, flrlng startad at Coco Solo about 4 mlles.j




/ ONUIT ON B A




away . Charlie Company, 4-~17 Infanbry,'was engaging the
anémdnién‘Marine company‘there, and the.buvp of the Vulcan at
thaﬁ;iqﬁatiqn could 56 heafd,qﬁite ciéarly. The sky aitszo it up
‘withﬁffaéers,:1ncreaw1ng the nervous ness of ﬁhe soldiers. It
_was at thlS time that thn compoalte platoon was éngaged by the

_5uard at the entrance to Lhe NCO Academy It brought forward

'”Tfthe 50 callbep Machlnp Gun 1t had w1th thm and began ﬁo'

 supresS thp maln entrance and the closest bulldlng

When the flrlng began at the NCO Academy; Izt Platoon

“7fmoved to:the rear of Bulldlng 215 Juvt behlnd their de31gnated'_

f;u¢uppoft by flre pOaltan (Campbell AAR);‘Atmthlﬂ tlme, I tried

.1to contact Cdptdln Beechloﬁhihe radlo £§-sée ifvthe assaﬁlt 
:elemént was i lts assault pOSlthh It wés my intent to see if
:they‘ﬁére feédy to begln thc attack.becuuSe it appeared that wﬁ
'had lost the elemunt of surprlse I couldn t get in contact W;Lh:-

ﬁ'hlm probably because he was travellng through low ground to

'the west of the ath CIA Lompound Not bLlng able to contact

'ﬂ'_;hlm, 1 declded to go wlth the planned H- hour Tha~asaau1t

" fe1eman at thls tlme abandoned lts stealthful movemunt and

They ex;ted the Jungla

pOSltlon.“

'.begdn to rln to the Jssawl_

Af'OOSS I exlted the_club compound 1n Humvee that

"71;;conta1ned the saout/antl tank sactlan The Vulcan team, pulllngﬁj_-”

the Vulcan followed us; Our route forced ug to sklrt_the;apeaf u 

that the composite platoon oqcupled and thepe.weneﬁstii; “




tracersg flying in the air at that timse.

_AﬁTOOSV,:lst FPlatoon armed itsg AT~&'S and LAW'g and
'éfanéd'into itﬁISupport positon (Campbell, AAR). At almost
'.ehégﬁiy 0100 hour y the Vulcan backed into position and opened
.flre.  Slmultaneously,_lst Platoon dpened firé froﬁ_its
.fﬂSuppéft by flre p031t10n concentratlng on sUpporting ihe,bveéch

' f,e1ement s'approach and the .rooms - that wer ~known to contain

f ﬂcomménd'and control EQU1Pment and pePSOnnel The "support

g fmred for two mlnutes and thQn a sprrender
‘gol éiﬁét;on:was Pead_oyér_a-loud5§eékef;
hisﬂtimé;itwonémbéfS=frdm Secdnd Platbon crawled

;rnd leaned @ bangalore torpedo on the perimeter fence

f-,dround the compound The.fence was set 1nto a two~foot hlgh

'hfflrlng 500 rounds, myféuppdrﬁ positioh'mouedfté the
prﬁpare the Vulcan for further m15310ns Agiwef
Pefrecorded surrender request beln&' 

guppreuslon of the' "

Durlngrthe 1n1t1a1.

y lt Wao _'

eader 1n'1 t Platoon.:An RPG 18 round 1mpacted n xﬁ?tO'il




“him, and he received fragments inh hig leg. The cxpended RPG was

tater found in the compound.

:Dpfing £héf$g;féﬁder sdlibitatien, Qnd Squad, let Platoon,
'&@Q§§§ g§.£§ £b¢5f§stddfiice.to_ﬁfoﬁide overwatch for the units
:7,é55ﬁ£ﬁté eﬁﬂé?fﬁhé“camﬁbund. 3fd18quéd lat Plaéooﬁ,ﬂméved to 
fl,aﬁ ad;a@ont 1é§atlon to cover the maln gate of the. compound

 f”1 Llst Platoon COllected up approylmately BO pPl oners

K fgwho had su.rendered and moved them to a EPW holdlng area 1n the

'!jbaqpb 11 flﬁld {Campbpll AAR)

',Whllo thls Was“bééufing, the Vulcan pulled 1nto the

The scout/antl tdnk sectlon
*-filtfwas atVthls t1me I conironted a Pealdent of the-housing area

. LHe asked me 1f I needed any help, and I &oked hlm to please

‘"Jighfthe Jungle' The Srd Platoon threw

'tem tlcally ThlS 1nvolved three man groupS‘

L claarlng ropms by throwingﬁ Qgrenade-kn;them5and;th@  sppayiﬁgQ? '




thae room with fire. Ag thig lead element oleared the buildin

1

as

they-adquired PDF shotgung and uged those Lo clear the rooms
and open locked doors. They found that the shotgung were zafer
than thhowing;grenadés in thé roqms; The M203. had a buckshot

'  'Pound but lacked the power of ‘a real shotgun (Beech, AAR).

Wlth the Vulcan reloaded wé began'to move. in the

= diregt;an‘fﬂgthu COmpOSltP platoon who were c‘tlll thPOWlng

grenqde” Jn the Jungle around the entrance +0 - the NCO Academy

D Our POUue to the npxt SUpport by flre posltlon took ‘us thruugh

ffiVPadlo and

fhe backyards of SOme of the hou von post. The Vulcan gunner_

-'pOLnted hlS barre; stralght-up ag: we were mov1ng 50 he wouldn t

w”fpoxnt Jt at;frlendlyf"reops or‘any house ;. A& we pdssed under“a:

hree,"hp barvel ﬂaught a large branch and destr oyed the:

hydraullcs”of the 5un aystem The gun was out of dCthﬂ Ior

The compOSLté piatddh*SEéméa-toahave things ﬁnder wontrol

“.at the NCO

¥ ademy' It was esaortlng pPlSOneP“‘WhO had

burrandered"at'the ma1n7antrance to 2. nearby tennla‘court ﬁheijf

'the Junglf

n the.51tuatlon He ln tructed

the Scout/.” -

'gatzonlteam‘had alr ady started worklng on them at

Soon,,

we.. had about flfty prlaonevs'on our




hands.,

Back in Buiidiﬁg ﬁl?, 3rd Flatoon requested a gquad to
help cleaf.the.féméining roome. A squad Irom 9nd ?lgtoon
'entenéd.the bﬁilding-and”sacﬁred the'final séction. Once-
HBﬁiiding 212:WAS?éIééfEd;"Lt7 ésén5augh.shot off a gréen.and

:‘:whlte star'clﬁsﬂef -':‘:.'..'ign.a..l.-l:’.'n".7 Qnd Platoon to cluar Bu11d1ng
:fg $ The 2nd Platoon Ll@dred the bu;ldlnd using bhe aamc*'
7techn1§ﬁés ag the SPd.Platoon ' Nelther platoon found any.

‘ ::ddd¥tl0ndl enémy.ln either buildlng (Beech: AAR)T Theﬂplabpdns

l;j d1d-f1nd a. large caché oi weapon and ammunltlon in.the' B

}Vﬂbasement of Bulldlng 212 Approx1mately oOO automatlc waaponﬂ,f

'jwere found as well aﬂ a. few heavy machlnp guns. Many of theSP

 aweaponJ had hud ldrge numbere of loaded magazxnoﬁ by Lhem At

‘the guard shagks ‘automaflc WPapOhS were found wlth the

'ff’maga21nes 1nserted and roundu loaded.bup;the rlfles had been
ﬂ  1gdropped and the owner had apparnnb;y 'urrendévpd'"'The.Bth CIA-
”*Tlooked llked they had been prepared 4o flght but, for.some ‘,7

'”VreaSOQ, dld Sonor only a fpw mlnute The Bth CIA compound was-

w.cleared‘of all_énemy and ecured at 0347 hours (4 17 INF i]ﬁ”

-'Captaln Beech was_then order@d to clear the NCO Academy : ff5”

fThere ig still a graat deal of COntroversy about this order'J°ﬁ7?

;‘Captaln Beec malntains that the Task Force oparaflons orde

"f‘fclearly sta @_Lhat;the compo 1te platoon W&S supposed

." jthese bulldxngs_unless revl tance ‘wasg met The composxt

'fplatoon had lsolated the penlnsula but had not yet entered an&-ff 




L

buildings to <¢lear the school of any enemy. The only resizitance
it had encountuared wasg Lhe intial firing by the genbry- at the

main gate.

 i:jh§=2nd:PlaLoén_mond_ggom_ﬁhé.Btﬁ CIA cqmpéund and sgt up
a $ééﬁri£y:ﬁep;me£QP pD“the}wéSt of ﬁhe:Ghiick Lodge and the
{ikﬁénhishééurés.fI:radiOeduhd“qoﬁpral'Bennig.J9n35’ th¢ Alpha
";Coﬁpdny supply sergoant t 7gf%ﬁ§.a;;estpiy of ammunitioﬁ5fﬁ6m1
the OfflCEP Club ammunlﬂgoﬁ bﬂﬁker. He gathered up the. o
 éﬁmun1t1on énd drove it dowﬁ ﬂhe hlil ln:a Humve The extpa-'
:' éﬁmﬁnxf;6n~wés-dlstrlbu* d to the platoon by thL squad leadero«-
' !Capté¥ﬁ Beéch also fadloed lst Platoon and ovdered Lleutenant.

uc&ﬁCampbell to*aend a squad to PElnfOPCe 2nd Platoon' Captain

E?fBéech gathéred SFC WQQtern and me together, ;nd we discussed
‘.:how we were.go;ng-to lear the bulldlngs :Vhé_écﬁool‘compound
:” 7Faconé1sted Of.thPUL buildlngS'LLhe maln sahool bu1ld1ng(Bu11d1ng.7'
'3 400) :a smail apqrtmpnt buxlding knoﬁn s thé!BOQ(Buildlng
ﬁ9405) and & barracks bu1ld1ng(8u1ld1ng 401) 51mllar tonthosé iﬁ

” ﬂthe Bth CIA compound We wauld start at Bu11d1ng 401 whlch was

‘”fc105est to the Gullck Lodga Gaptaln Beech told me that hefﬁf

mb:to*move w1th End Platoo'

;anﬁPlatoon was,set up 1n a suppo"

CiA GomPOUﬂdlﬁ Ha wanted me to enSure tha‘iﬁhEAcaptuvad weapons“‘

3were belnglevacuated and to eheck on bhe consolldatimn hat Srd“f“
ffﬂPlatoon was conductlng ‘He then bold me that he would go w1th

”,?ngnd531§pgonf1ngﬁgad IthdS 0458 hours at thls tlme (4 17 INF

fas 1t“dleared”the complex.,ﬁ5‘r_ti.ﬁsﬁf
t'p081t10n hd'l-'“:
another squad was preparlng to galn a foothold 1n the bu1ld1ng'f_f'"

‘”when Oaptain Beech walked up and told me to ‘go. ack to‘tha ath' “q ,;ffy'”
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Agsault CP Log).

The 7nd Platuon suereSSed the upper floors of the
':bulldlng w1th MEOu. M 60 and anbl~armor weapon fire, while the

;;Lnltlal clearlng team entered the bottom floor Once againL : _ !

‘f_the oldlerd had no 1dea if any of the buildlngs contdlned any

'ﬁVPDF holdouts.ﬂ The platoon had been lnstructed to use morezi

“f'pas~1ve'technlques of room clearlng We dldn £ expect strong

wr7r931stance from any holdouts,‘and we trled Lo avold any

The company had been clearlng rooms for about four

and that 1n1t1a1 edge had begun to dull o ‘ ' o

R In31de Bulldlng 401 o '"s'oidi-ef :-ffi'jém;.thé';- lead fire team

f”?threw a, grenade 1nt0 what he thought Was another room. It was

};réélly fclaSet and the grendde bounced back 1nto the room Just
-;Las the'naxt clearlng team Captaln Beech and hisg Padxoi,'

1 opef"tors walked in Sergeant %teven Johnson 'a squdd 1eader in




" Medevaco plane. to Kelly Air Force Base,Taxas,

. An exampié of how quickly wounded soldiers were evacuated
Tlowa dpmonufrated by upeclallst Tony Palmerio, SPC.Palmerio'was
T'one of Captaln Beech =, Padlo operators ~The exp10510n of : the

jﬂgrenade Plpped a four 1nch gash in his abdomen. The cut was not

;fvery deep,"and he walted unt1l¥Fort ESplndr was secured to Seekr

3ﬂmud1ca1 atbantlon {The company medlcs sent hlm to the aid

qjstalon ﬁo get hlsfcut cleaned and stltched He planned to- 

gﬁpejoln the‘company‘as:soon as. p0531b1ei~The next WOrd we heard

gfrom=SPC Palmerio was:a- message from hlmﬂat helly Alr Base.nlt:

siqurc ly soldlers WEre evacuated ouh of Panama
';'PC Palmerlo was wounded PVT Mlller, the

‘Tcompany aupplyﬁclerk became Captaln Beech s radlo operator and

fcont:nued IOP 18 renminlng tlme'the company waﬂ ln Panama,

eutgnaﬁtf mpbéll was then 1nstructed to move’ one of hng 




Sqﬁad, lst-Platooﬁ, entered Building 400, a large {our sLory
gtructure. ‘Thé regst of the_squads entered the building and
.Eegan ﬁo éiear.each‘flmor. Theffour-squads cleared from the
-bnttom up #nd u@ptured four addltlonal holdouiz (Dampbeil}

'AAR)

-Meanwhiie}.l remalnﬁd af fhﬂ Bth CEA ﬁompnund %run portlnb

"ﬁfabout 500 weapons to a holdlng area .in the basement of Bu1ldingf'

fﬂQéb‘ in Beech Padloed me and-bold me of the 1n3ur1eS.ét

Lhe sahool compound I 11nked up w1th Captaln Eeech whé-haﬁsa_

§grenad@ fragmenﬁfln_hls upper arm, and Lleuuwnant PampuLll and

ﬁwﬁﬁéféehi' OCUPlty on Lhe compound Captaln Beech radioed hhéL“

“fBattallOn Commander and 1nformud hlm that Fort Evplnar wagi ¢'

'3ecﬂfe The tnme"was approx;mdtely 0700 ‘hours.

That day ';aétﬁvitiéﬂ_revolved around pulllng Secuvlty onj””r

‘”?the fort and baklng care of the apprux1mately 130 prlsoners.-

"~ The soldlers also got in some muvh needed rest. That'afterhoon[:V

‘?the company 1oaded onbo flve ton trucks‘and moved to the: Coco_

' rSo1o ngh School to prepare tor Lhe aabault on the c1ty of

'fﬂf@@;bn We leItIFo”t_Esplndr to the control of. the composlte

fplatobn from: h

soéth Parachute Iniantry




LESSONS LEARNED AND COMMENTS

ISSUL: Flak Vesis saved lives.

COMMENTS : Even though the flak vest is extra weight and impedes
freedbm of mOVGmeﬁt, it.éavéd_the 1ivés of séﬁéral Alpha
Company aoldlerv. Improvements.needltﬁ be made Lo develop

lighter and more functional Ilak vests o

iSSUﬁ Use.of shotgun; fﬁr_ciearing_buiidings.

COMMENTS Shotguns:are #aféf éhd more'éfféctLQe'in clearing
bu1ld1ngs ih the_énﬁirbﬁ%ﬁn£ £h ﬁﬁiéﬁiﬁlpﬁé.Comﬁany'opepated.
Thc company dld not h#vé“to flght from room-to-room and
grenades ppoved to be toolmucg fl?epower. Addltlonally, the
éhotguns.hefe very effectivelih'BIOWiﬁg'locks off of doors.
lInianth.units do not have- shotguns as organlc equlpment ALl
éhotguns usad were céptured weapona.and Lhe unlt continued ko
use them the rest‘of the‘tlme in,Panama'foruloQting conbrél.and
cuffew-éoﬂtrol The M 20u gréﬁadé*iéuhdﬁgf“ha§ é;bucksh6t'réﬁﬁd

but 1t provod to be to weak to be effectlve

‘QSUE; LAW more effectlve on bu1ld1ngs than the new AT-4

COMMENTS The AT 4 s hlgher klnetl energy produced very amall

holes 1n bulldlngs Alpha company had antl 1pated u51ng antlﬂl;jAf'j3 

tank weaponﬂ to help make bPUdChES 1nto bulldlngs The LAW
produced a 1arger bl&ot effect but it would take saveral shots

at the sams point to produce a usable hole in a building.




IS8UE: FRC-126 Radios(S8quad Radio) are .invaluable.
COMMENT: A reliable piecce of equipment. It allowed platoons to

operate over wider distancesg with better command and control.

l'ISSUEg-Alphawédmpanj knew.the gfound it was fighting on.
;COMMENT: Alpha Company héd the unprecedented opportunity to
become intimately familiar with Fort Hapinar and the PDF for

" the two mdnths_pfior to Operation "Jugt Cause.” The rehearsals,
pﬁraining,:énd ;ntimidaﬁion of.tﬁe PDF regulted in a very sgmooth

operation with minimal casualtieg on both sides:

*ISSﬁE: Tradit;ona1 MOUT training by U.S. Army.
. COMMENTS:nArhy MOUT.training almogt Sblely-concentrates on -
_room to room flghtlng This is not ﬁealistié in mosat low- |
“”1ntens:ty conflicte. " The possibility of civilians_iﬁ thé.area
.iéﬂuéually’ﬁoﬁ'taken into account. The emphasis is on éétivé

_room clearlng (maxlmlzlng vlolenue) Passive room clearing" .

technlques are usually not taught to Pegular infantry goldlerS'

H*Spe01al Operatlons SOldleP& practlce them frequently ‘After"'
';Opevatlon &Just‘Cause thp Tth Infantry D1v1 LOh began to'”

_ftraln 1n MOUT env1ronments of both hlgh and low level

:fintensity.i””
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ACTIONS AT FORT ESTINAR, REPUBLIC OF FANANA
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The battallon operabad un the yipnand o0 L Yorde
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Ablounbice., Thig Task Force & Maadiguariarzs waz Gl B of
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Lha 741

Infantry Divizion{Light). I was the Execubtive Qfficer

of Alphs Company, 4-17 Infaniry
The 7th Infantry Divigion' involvement in FPanama began an

11 May 198%9. Pres ident Puszh ordered the initiation of Operation
Nimrod Dancer due Lo increaged tengionz between the FPanamanian
and United States gov ernments. The first and zecond battalionu

Tre gt g

froem the Ninth Infantry Regiment and the Re

h
Py
T
-
e
B
e
e
o
a)
feot

Headquarters deployed to United States’ installations on the
Atlantic gide of the former Canal Zone. AL the time, there
were no infantry batialionz permanently stationed on the

Atlantic gide of bthe canal. These battalions began to protect

American citizeng and proporty from the increasing Panamanian
haragssment and bullying tactice. These units alze ensured that
they exercised all United Statez Righte under the provisgionsg of

the Panama Canal Treaty.

The 2nd Battalion, 9th Infantry, deployed back to Fort Ord
after apprdximately thfee weeks and an easging 6I tensiéns. The
 7£h DiVision fhen besan a rotaltion of zingle béttalions ﬁo
Paﬁéma. Each battallon deployed to the Atlantzc side of Lhc
.canal fév a thvee month rotation. The unlts were. statxoned at
 Fort\Shebmgn,_Foft Davig, Fort hwpinaf, and ngo_Sqlo (sgé

map) .
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and humidity. We

ny

to began the trangition with the oulgoing

battalion, 2nd Battalion, 27th Infantry.

While at Forf Sherman, each company rehearzed a
contingency mi$sion that it Gas rezgpongible for in the event
that hogtilities broke out while we were in Jungle Training.
The outbreak of hoﬁbilihies wag known by the name of Ope P@tlﬂh
"Elue'Spoon.".Alpha:CompahQ's‘mlcﬂlnn was Lo geize the major
Panamanian Defense Fowrce (PDF) Supply Depot, gecure the major
power station that_supplied-the major U.S5.installations in the
Panama City érea,:and secure a radio relay station. Alpha
Company'depl@yed;iﬁLCH—47 (Chinook) Helicopters and landed on a
golt courée.neér the supply dépot. We monitored FDF reaction to
our actions and're¢cnnoitered for pozgible breach points., We
then secured oﬁf'th}othev objecﬁives_and monitored the PDF
reaction. After cémpieting the mi3sion, we boarded Landing
Craft boatls and_réturnéd to qut Sherman. This missioﬁ was
actually carried'out'by a company from,ﬁhe 3rd Battalion, 504tk
Parachute Infantfy;fauriné Operation Jus£ Causge. They, like-

us had}th opportunlty to rehearse ths misg s;on

Aft@r completlng Jungle School Alpha Company moved 1o
Fort E5p1n¢r' Fort FSplnar has been formerly knOWn as For
Qulick. but Slnce the 51gn1ng of the Canal Treaty it.had become

a Jolntly held post. Two magor Pdnamanlan unlts were located on
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Tnown ax 2 OIAL This company wad a Dazlo Lnfanuwry ocompany of

approximataly one hundred-fifity men.

infantrymen, thege soldiers aleo acted az Lhe looal law

v

enforeers. The second unil on the post was a Danamanian Non-
commiggioned Officerg Academy. 1 had about one hundred
students with cadre, The academy alzo had an armsg room, and Lhe
students had accesgs Lo a wide variety oi weapons. There were
'othgv Panamanian buiidings on the po=zt, but many appeared
abandoned and 2ome were only seldom used.

.The'Unith States did no£ have any other units located on
the posgt. Howevef, the posf housed a major American houging
area. Soldiefs.whﬁ-mainly worked at Fort Davis lived theré.
:The_foftaalsq_céntained the major Commissary and Exchange for
all saidiers aﬁd families living on the Atlantic Side of the
Canal. The major Ammunition Storage Point for the Atlanbic
Area was iocated in a remote corner of the fort. Additionally,
the forh hbﬁsadiaﬁ American bowling alley, theabter, Class VI

ftore, post office and elementary school.

?ért.Espinar w§§=jointly contrdlled, and the areag under
Panaméniaﬁ and_U{S. 5ohﬁﬁo1 were interlaced in a confuging
pét%erhkéée ﬁap);;fﬁe:pb$£lgontained a}eaé that were Panamanian
éoféreiéﬂ.teffibofy;:U;S.?Séﬁéréigh-téfﬁitofy,.and'afeas,ﬁﬁat
wépgiiﬁin£}y h9ldt ﬁ;$; foPéQé;§6uld ﬂfaﬁel thrqugh Pgnamahian
';tgh?iﬁﬁ}f dﬁinf{Jthéy:Weféifrévgiin3 frdm one U?S. gra#'td‘

another. .






Alpha Company cwcuapiad two Dulldings on tort Zspinar.  Ths
Company Headguarierz and Firast laloeon cccuplad the fcrmer Ford
Gulick Qfficers Club. The olub =2at on a steep hill on the
eastern edge of the houzing area cverlooking Gatun Lake and the
Panamanian NCO Academy. It was a one-story, concrete bullding
with oné large bay, a bar room, a kitchen, two bathrcoms, and
one sghower. The soldiefs of Charlie Company, ¢nd Battalion,
27th Infantry had done an exceptional job feritifying the club.
The building had & triple ~atandard concerting perimeter with =
séndbagged bunker at each éorﬁer} They had usged defoilant to
élear away the jqule’that“grew near the perimeter and had

placed ground sunveillance-radar gengors (REMBASS) on the

~trails in the Jungle that led up to the perimeter.

Adaitionally, they had huhg chainulink fence frcem the guitters

on the roof to protect the windows from any possible attack

from EPG type anti-tank weapons.

The Second and Third platoong occupied Building 217. This
building was a four-story, concrete block building with large

screens er_windows. It wag located approximately 200 meters

-from'ﬁhé_éth CIA_compound.'This building sgtill housed the local
  l1brary and Boy Scout hut Pa}bs.of it had been used a=z a day
.:care ccnter but 1t wasg not.ﬁpefatlng at the time. The ﬁwo
'fplétOOns occupled the top floor of the bu1ld1ng Dﬁring.the
'iflrst month of our stay. ths bu1ld1ng began to assume the.
T‘fortress llke quallty of the Offlcers Club andbag waré

5stacked two deep up agalnst the walls of all occupled rooms .




bBunliery were Duilit on each covnaor o0 nhe Duilging,

Candbiag: I 2
and a wire cbotacle approx:imately ten neters deep was bul.or on

the wido of the building facing the 8th CIA. TFinally, Iighting
pogitiong ware built at the top of all stairwellis, and
1

concertina wag rigged so that It could be dropped in ail

cstairwells.

Alpha Company had four additional elements that were
attached to 1t. The {irszt was three memberz of 107th Military
Intelligénce Battalién, Tth Infantry Divigion, They monitored
the ground gurveillance radér from the Officers Club. The
second element was a:Vulcag”anti*aircraft team from the 2nd
Battalion, 62nd Air Defénse, 7th Infantry Divisicn. Thig ADA
team iiﬁéd in the Officers Club alsc and kept the Vulcan in the
.périmétér; ﬁvery-ﬁigh£,'tﬁey would drive it (towed by a Humvee)
around post and'park in locationg that would make good =zuppor?
pbsiti§ﬂ$ for an agsault oﬁ the 8th (CIA compound. At these
lbéatidng, they would set up the gun for firing. They would
perform this “patfol: at different timesz every night and would
set up idr.different-léngths of time every night. The third
‘éttachhent wa.s a'tWO“manISnipef team from the béttalion geouls,
-Tﬁp snlpers 11ved 1n buxldlng 217 and had a contlngency migsgion
.to klll the guards at the front gate of the PDF compound, if
 nécessary. They bullt several flrlng p051tlons in the bu1lding;
They alqo helped Observe Lhe PDF compound and kept noteg on the_

‘:dally routlne of the PDF




1

The daily routine at Forit Eegpinar gcon beodme veby

tiedieung.,  Upon arviving, I l#sued each soldier his bawsic load
of ammunition. Additicnally, an ammunition =toragc roum wag
eztablighed in each building. Thesge roomz ceontained grenades,
anti-tank weapong (AT-4'g and LAW'g) ,additional 40mm grenades
for'M~203's,c1aymore mines, and additional small arms
ammunition.Soldiers kept their weapons on their hedg at all
times._ Any:time they 1eft the building, they wore what we
Cﬁllediﬁﬁf “killer suit." This consisted of Battle Dress
Uniformeith Body Armor{flak vest), load bearing equipment with
basgic load of ammunitionrnprotective maslk, personal weapon wibh
lodde& ﬁégazine inserted(né'round in chamber), and camouflage
"fﬁée.paiht. Séldiers never travelled in groups gmaller than
théir'fife team, and each element that lefi the perimeter
-carried secure coﬁmunication. Phyzical Training waz conducted
-ﬂwiée élééy (due to differing gschedules) . The participants
wouid rdn‘in the standard army PT uniform and would be followed
by a Hu@vee with a heavily armed fire team pulling security.
Many ruﬁs and rqad_maréhes would have a route that would bring
ﬁhé chpény past the ﬁain gata;0f the Bth CIA. Dur loud

cadénde_é¥ godd road march digeipline would usually elicit a-

reSpohgefTrom'the PDF,usually jeers, pointed weapons, or - bhe

occasional sound of a AK-74 bolt sliding forward.
'J The;£naihing cbndﬂctéd3a£ Fort E5pinér'was.conductédlfn

cyﬁieé}f?hg thfee_baé;ngy@les were force prdtéctidﬁ;'

patforliﬁg; ahd training{iThe platoon on force~protectioﬁiéyclei




wasd kopbt extromely busy. ALl bunborg were manned by a Jo
ler zuilt”™ 24 hoursz 2 dzy. The goldier would ziand by
hig bunker at "port arms” with hig bayonet fixed. Hig fellow
members of the force protection eiement would elther be
resting, helping with gurvivability cengtruction, or waiting as
a member of the Quick Reaction Force(QRF), a fire team that had
to deploy in 60 geconds. Usually the QRF investigated ground
radar zgensings in the jungle, but it had to be preparad to.

reinforce any element on the post that needed help.

The patrolling éiément“conétantly patrolled the post.
‘It éoncenivated-dn'the_American heouging areas but also
1patrolled ﬁhe'ﬂmmunition Supply Poiﬁt and Junéle Trails ﬁhét
_le&:tb‘variéus.areas of post. Many-of these trails wduld come
out on PDF faéilities, and we would make a point to let them
see thaff@e were exercising thé U.S;'fights.under the treaty to
gﬁéifullesﬁ. La@er. we would get even bolder with oup
. patrolling.  'Each patrol was fire-team sized. ¥ach fire team
leader ha& to write an operations ofder for each hour—long
patrol. Hé'ﬁad to brief their plah‘not only to his fire team,
- th_aisp tb.ah.officer in the company. Each building had a

'fplahning‘bay wiﬁHTafsahd table and large map of the“aréa.

The ﬁralnlné cycle conSlsted of a. pldtoon nlze element
Durlng thl cycLerII wquld normglly%take theiplatpanito gn apea”
wher9'1tucould tféiﬁ'iﬁ pelatide secufity. Théée éQénts '
1ncluded uonductlng llve flre tralnlng at the Emplre Range“'

'uomplex Iocated near Howard Air Force Baae tralnlng at Fort_




My company and battalion commanders' intent waz to
demongtrate to the FPDF that our unit had far guperior trainin
and discipline. They hoﬁed that thig would decreasge the numbe
of incidgnts with the'PDF{ and if it came to force, 11 would
intimidated_by cur demonsbrated superiority.

Ar. additional dubly beéamé part Qf'the routine. Tasgk For

Atlantic informed the battali

threat against U;S.-peréonnel
déuséd US'tO‘eétab;iSﬁ-ChéCk
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junglé and e#itéd‘on:




degignated Roubte Stampede. This routs and oither acitions by .2,
uhits in FPanama occazionally wenit beyond our »ights under the
provigions of the Canal Treaty. They were conducted 4o help
rehearge for Operation "Blue Epoon’, to measure the Fanamanlan
reponsge to thege ever increaging aggressive actionz, and to

lull the Panamanianz’' securiiy "to =zleep” by conducting

aggregeive actions on a dally basisg.

Tenéioné réééhed new héights on 15 December. On that day
General Nofiega; the Panamanian dictator, declared that Panama
wéé in 5 "5£ate of war“”with:the United States. The next day, a
Marine officer wag shot and Riiled at a roadblock in Panama

City. That game day a Naval Officer and his wife ware detained

and tortured in Panama City éfter taking a wrong turn.

On Decembebd iB, my cdmpany'commahder. Captain Michael
Beerh, tasked ﬁe tb fecoﬁnoitér.ah Qid trail that connected
Fort Eszpinar ﬁith Fdrt DaVisﬁvia the Gatun Petroleum Tank Farm.
I found ﬁhe old trail and discovéred that vehicles could use it
bto move béﬁweeh'thé'two posta. Whén I reached Fort Davig, I met
my batt;iion éomﬁ;ﬁdér{ Liéutenént_dolonei Johnny Brookg, and .
_he.émphagizéd §##£“§t'Wagafﬁﬁgrﬁanf @hat-l.knew the route so

'reinfofcementéﬂébUidﬁbéfbdeéﬁﬁﬁtd{Fbrﬁ'Espinar. if necessary.

uRum9r$ fén ﬂémpant.dnjlg‘necembéb; The goldiers knew
something‘waé*goiﬁg_ﬁb'hapﬁehf‘Thé dﬁly.unStidh was the date.

Some offtheSé‘questions;were_answered during the return c¢ommute

that aftefnponfdf U.s. personnel from Fort Davis. Raegidents
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wighed our soldiers good luck and teld them te be safce thax
gvening a=z ifhey passged through our check point entering ithe
houging area. It seemed obvious that 1i zomelhing was planned

for that evening, there had beern a major fecurity leak. With

[€2]

the large number of local nationals employed at U.
facilities, the U.5. plan gould not have been much of a
gurprige Lo the FDF, At approximately 1800 hours, the
Panémanian'indians who were employed on ¥Fort Egpinar left their
‘quarters abdve.the Class VI store with all of their worldly

podsessionsg in -boxes.

'At 1600 hourS;.Captain Beech was inztructed to report to
Lhe battallon command post at 1700Q hours Captain Beech left in
;a Humvee dPlVED by the company supply clerk, Private John
Miller. Once aﬁ_Eprﬁ.Davis, the battalion orders group loaded
 ontd-§theh §ehié1é$:§hd travelled to Fort Eherman where Task
Forbg'Aﬁlanficrﬁeédduarters wasg located. The orders group
-recéived,?ﬁe 6péﬁa§ion order and was -informed that Operation

"Blue. Spoon” wag now called Qperation "Just Cause.’

Cmptaln Beech returned to Forb Davis at appro Ximately 2030
"ﬁéﬁrs,.but Prlvate Mlller could not be located. . Captaln Beech
ffound h1s,Humvee and drove back Lo ESplnar by hlmself ‘ His
route took hlm through the mlddle of the 8th CIA compound

‘alqneu

Captaln Beech returned to th Qfficers Club shortly before
2100 hours I hdd assembled the compﬁny orders group. and he"

gave the order around 2100 hours The order had bean written
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for a long time{at least azx far back ag when o-7 IN had been

became

Z
i

o
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at Egpinar). We had made many adustmenbs to 1t
more knowledgable of the post and the capabllitiez of the PDY.
Avout once a week, the ofiicers would gather and wargame the
plan and make minor adjustiments. The scldiers unknowingly had
beéhzrehearsing the plan for about a month. The company

definitely knew the plan and terrain very well.

Ag doon as thé order waé c0mp1ete, lgt Platoon, commanded
by”Lieuténant Hugh Campbell, began to infiltrate to the
.basemént of Buildiné é171 They moved by squad and left at two
Miﬁﬁﬂe.inﬁebvals. Théy.used a. route that wasg concealed from
. ob$ervat1oﬁ from clthﬂr of the two PDF compounds on poat. The
’biatéén&a&sembled in the basémen£ around 2118 hours.The platoén
1eadersibriefed_their sqgquadsg and began back-briefs with Captain

Beech and with their squad leaders.

.I_éﬁayed.at the Officers Club with the company scout/anti-
téﬁkfsécﬁiéﬁ, mortar section, and the Miliﬁary Intelligence
te;ﬁ{flt*ﬁésaat about*ﬁhis time that I received a frantic phone
._CéilfffaﬁﬂPfivate Miller. He was relieved to hear that it was
Céptéln Béech who had atolen his Humvee and that he had 1rr1ved
 5&£91y : I told hlm that 1 had no way to get hlm back and that
he Should probably stay at Fort DaVlS for a whlle Showing thg
.great lnlblatlve of the Amerlcan 301dler Prlvata;Millgr} o

somehow;petupned,to Building 217 by about,zﬁoo-hgurs,

Fw.fgmfaﬁpﬁqximatelyuQEOO hours, the.cbmposite”platoon“frbm



'.flres becaUQe of the proxlmlty of the hou81ng area to- the

Headguarters Company, 3rd battalion, S04Lh Farachube Indanioy,
arrived at the O0f{filcersz Cliub., [{ wag commanded by the
Headguarters Company commmander, Captain Matthew Halder, and
had the company First Sergeant alsze. I'm nobt gure aboul the
compogition of the platoon, but I think they were doldiers from
the battalion headguarters gfection, cook=z, etc. Their migszion
wag to lsolate and zecure the Panamanian NCO Academy (dezignated
Objective Juliel. At this time, I also received an

“interrogation team from the 29th Military Intelligence

Battalion 2tationed at Fort Davie.

At.2336 hdﬁrs, Srd.Platoon, commanded by Lieutenant Tylaer
 OSénbaugh} and ond Platoon, commanded by Sergeant First Class
_:JOSé We#iefﬁ,jdebartgd Buildiﬁg:217'on Route Stampede. Lt was
an almost:moonléss night, and it would be =low going through

_thé thick jungle.

At'bdis hours, lst Platoon exited Building 217 and
- estébiiéﬁed a security perimeﬂer just outgide of the building
concealed. from the Bth:CiA compound (Campbell, AAR). It was
approkimately tﬁis.ﬁime.that it wag reported that the lights
‘had gone out in tha Bbh CIA compound We began to worry about

CLour element of aurprlse

At approxlmately 0030 hours " the mortar Section manned
thelr mortar pltullocated 1n31de the club perlmeter It~would

_take the battallon vommander El approval to flre any lndirect '

jobjective.3The-mortars,did not{fire any migsions on that first
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I gathered the zcout/anti-tank section and the Vulcan tean
together and went over =zome lasgst minute detalilz. Our mizzion
was to provide fire from a2 support-by-fire position on the §Gth
CIA compound(degignated Objective Kathy). The suppert-by-fire
posgition wag located around Building 218(Clags VI =tore) and
Building 219 {(unkrnown PDF building). The =zoldiers of the Vulcan
ﬁeam had set up in this location frequently, and they knew it
would take geven minutes to move from the 0Officers Club to the
_suﬁport positipn and.be ready to fire. Thisg support element
wéuld conﬁéntfﬁté Vulqan and AT*&Ifire on the main gate,main
gﬁara'shack,_aﬂd as much of Buildings 212 and 213 as poszible.

Thé Vuldan coﬁﬁd_only fife 500 rounds before it had to reload.

')

A reload pozition had been deszignated in an area that was
covéred éhd'cbﬁcealedion a nearby»culmde—sac in the housing
atea. Thé Suppdrt ﬁéaﬁ then had to be prepared to further
SuPpress tha:8£h.CIA compound or to move to the NCO Academy to
help_there. Qur First Sergeant wag originally supposed to lead
thig elgment, aﬁd_I,Was sup§osed to move with one of the
méneﬂfe?]eléﬁents;r.Unfortunately, our First_Sergeant had been
Erélié&ed;jgétf§ few'd§y§ prior because of an incident with a
'soidiérf fCé§£$iﬂ Bééch.&ecided fo leéve the fenior NCO'Q with
.their riilé ﬁi%tooné;'and i'asgﬁﬁed the ﬁission of support

leader.

The compdsfte p;atdon left the club perimetar at 0040- ._3

h@ufs) At 0@43ﬂhours; firing started at Coco Solo ébout 4 miles
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Squad, lzst Plateon, entered Duilding 400, a large four gbtory
gtructure. The rest ol bLhe sduads entered bthe bullding and

began to clear each floor. The four gquads cleared f{rom bhe
bottom up and captured four additicenal holdouts (Campbell,

AAR) .

Meanwhile, I remainad abt the &th CIA compeund btransporting
about 500 weapons.to a helding area in the basement of Building
217. Captaiﬁ Beech radioed me andltold me of the injuries at
the =school compound, I linde up with Ca tain Beech, who had a
grenade fragment in his Qpper arm, and Lieutenant Campbell, and
we Sep.up gsecurity on the compound. Céptain Beech radioced the
"Battalibn Commaﬁdef and.informed-him that Fort.Espinar wés

Secufe.-The time wag approximately 0700 hours.

Tﬁét day’s'aétivities Peyolved érbund pulling gecurity on
the_fortrand taking care of ithe approximately 130 prisoners.
Thé Sblaiers also‘got in some much needed rest. That afternoon,
“%the coﬁpany loaded onte fzve ton itrucksg and moved to the Coco
Solo ngh School to prepare for the assault on- the c1ty of
Colon. We left Fort Esplnar to the control of the comp031te

platoon from the Srd Babtallon. 504th Parachute Infantry
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away . Charlie Company, 4-17 Infantry, was engaging the
FPanamanian Marine company there, and the burp of the Vulcan at
bhat location could be heard guite clearly. The sky aizo 11if up
with tracers, increaging the nervousnesg of the soldiers. It
was at this time that the composite platoon was engaged by the
guard at.the entrance to the NCO Academy. 1t brought forward

the .50 caliber Machiﬁe Gun it had with them and began to

supress the main entrance and the closest building.

‘When the firing began at the NCO Academy, lst Platoon
moved to the rear.of-ﬁﬁiiding 215 jugt behind their degignated
ISUpport~by~fire poéiﬁién (Campbell AAR) . At thig time, I trisd
‘to contdot Captdln Beeoh on the radic to dee if the assault
 elementHwaS iﬁ its;assault positlon. It was my intent to see if
they were ready to begin the attack because 1t appeared that we
- had lOat the elemcnt of sgurprise.l couldn’t get in contact with
hlm: probqbly because he wasd travellng through low ground to
the west of the Sth CIa Lompound Not being able to contact
hlm, I declded to go wmth the planned H-hour. The assaultv
element at thls tlme abandoned 1t~ stealthful move mtnt and
begdn to run. to the avéault posxtlon They'exited the jungle

 about 100 meters south of the planned spot and qulukly moved to

the correct“spot (Beech, AAR)

At 0053, I exited the club compound in Humvee that

. contained the scout/anti-tank section. The Vulcan team, pulling

~.the Vulc#n‘fbllowed us.fOﬁf fdﬂtéfforced US to skinﬂﬁthé area;

that the;cdmpqsite‘piaﬁéon Cd¢ﬁﬁiéd; and there wefe'still '

e




tracors {lying in bhe alr at that time.
&

AL COSY, lst Flatoon armed its AT-4's and LAW =z and
crawled inte itz gupport pogiton (Campbell, AAR). AL almost
exactly OiOO hours, the Vulcan backed into position and opened
fire. vSimultaneously, ist Plaﬁoon opened fire from its
SUppdvt—by~fire position‘concentrating on supporting the breach
eieméﬁt;s'approach aﬁd the rooms that were known tc contain
éomménd and'controi'equipment and personnel. The support
positidns fired for‘th minuﬁes. and then a surrender

sclicitation wag read over a loudspeaker. -

Atfthis time, two‘members from Seéond Platoon crawled
'for@ard and leaned & banéalore.torpedo on the perimeter fence
arounduﬁhe compound 'ehc fence was set into a two-foot high
coﬁcreﬁeqwall'aﬁa had concertina wire on top. The bangaloré had

a.thirty'éeébnd time fuse'and blew a breach into the compound

(Beoch, AAR).

After flrlng 500 rounds my support position moved to the
reléad 51te to prepare the VYulecan for further mizsions, As we
pulled away,zwe heard'the pre—recordé&-Surrender reguest being
read ovar the Speakers Durlng the 1n1t1a1 gupprésalon of the.
'oEjGCtivé“ the PDF veturned flre, but for the most part it was
hlgh and 1neffact1ve It appearéd that our hlgh volume of flre
,dld not éllow thcm to place almed shots at ug. The' only :
caSuaity ustalned by our cémpany‘was Sergeant Moll Sapatu, é‘ﬂ

.Squad leader 1n 1 e Platoon An RPG 18 round 1mpacted next to Co




ded HPG was

it
b3

him, and he received fragments in hie leg. The oxp

latar foeund in the compound.

During the surrender goliciftation, Znd Squad, lst Platoon,
moved up to the FPost Office to provide overwatch for the unites
about to enter the compound. 3rd Sguad, lszt Platdon, moved to
an adjaceﬁt loecation to cover the main gate of the compound,
Iét Sqﬁad let Plétoon collected up approximately BO prisoners
. who had ourrendered and moved them te a EPW holding area in the

'baseball fleld (Campbell, AAR).

While'this was'occuring{ the Vulcan pulled into the

- des1gnated cul de sac and reloaded. The scout/anti«tank section

f*formed hasty 5ecur1ty perlmeter u31ng the houses.

 It wﬁs at thls tlme I confronted a regident of the houqlnb area
.who was dressed in Battle Dregs Uniform and carrying a pistol.

::He asked me i1 I needed any help, and I asked him to please
'return_tozh;s home5 Looking back, he's Iucky he wasn't szhot by
'Qﬁe ¢fEOUr Soidi9rsxbecaUse he_appvoached our perimeter without

warning.

'Méahwhilé the Thlrd Platoon breached the perimeter wire

w1th bolt cutters becauSe the flre team with the demolltlons.

jﬂjwas Shlll mov1ng through the Jungle “The 3rd Platoon threw

"smoke grenades to- conceal 1ts movement and gained a foothold in

' Bulld1ng 212 At thls tlme the SOldlEPS had no 1dea how many.

”LPDF SOldlePS remalned in the compound They~began.clearing-the

f”-building systemqtlcally Thls 1nvolved three-man groupsv

-clearlng rooms by throwing a. grenade in them and then spraylng




the room with fire. Az Lhiz lead element Cleared the Duilding,
they acquired FDF shotgunz and used thoze to clecar the rooms
and open locked doorz. They found that the ghotgunz were zafor
thén throwing grenades in the roomg. The MZ03 had a buckshot

round, but lacked the power of a real shotgun (Beech, AAR).

~With the Vulcan reloaded, we began to mowve in the
le ctlon oi the gompositevplatoon who were still throwing
grenades in the jungle around.the entrance to the NCO Acadeny.
Our foute to the next Supportwb§~fire pogition took us through
the backyards of some of the houses on post. The Vulcan gunner
cpointed‘ﬁié barrel stréight up as we were moving so hé wouldn ' b
xﬁoiht if-aﬁ»frieﬁdly troobs_or-any houses. As we passged under a
:ﬁfea,.thé baffel.caught a large branéh and degtroyed the\
'hyQPaulics of thefgun zystem. The gun was out of action for
the.timé being.

The éomposite platoon seemed t¢ have things under control
_at £hé NCO academy. It was escorting prigoners who had
surrandered at the main entranqe.to a nearby tennig court, the
‘deSLgnated holdlng aféa. It.hadn't“begun clearing the.buildings
i;&;‘ but SOldlePb were stlll thrOW1ng an occasxonal grenad in
' th§ Jungle by the entrance I-coﬁtacted Céptaln-ﬂeech on the_

i_radlo and gave hlm an update on the 51tuatlon He 1nstructod

"ithe 5cout/antl tank Sectlon to take char e of the prlsoners

‘jThe 1ntevrogatlon team. had already started working on, them at.

\
1

Lhe5tenn;5‘court. ~Soon, we had~aboutlfifty prisonersgon our.
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Back in Building 212, Zrd Flatoon requegiced a zguad to
help ¢lear the remaining roomg. A sgquad from Znd Flatoon
entered the building and secured the final gection. UOnce
Building 212 wag cleared, Lt. Osenbaugh shot ofi a green and
white star cluster, signalling 2nd Platoon te clear Building
213. The 2nd Platcon cleared the building using the zane
téchniQues ag the 3rd Platoon. Neither platoon found any
'addifional.énemy ih either building (Beech, AAR) . The platoong
did find a large cache of weapons and ammunition in the
b&sément ;f Bﬁilding‘ﬁlZlVhpproximately GO0 automatic weapong
w§#§”£Qth3 éé weli as a féw heavy machine gung. Many of these
”wéébéﬁs_héd'hgd;léfge nqmbergléf loaded magazines by them. At
tﬁe.éuard.shacﬁs, aﬁtohatic weaﬁons ware fournd with the
magazines inserted‘ahd roundg loaded but the rifles had been
d#opped ahd.the owners had apparently surrendered. The Bth CIA
lookgd liked they'had Been prepared to fight but, for zome
Peasﬁﬁ; did =o for oﬁl&ia fe@ minutes. The 8B8th CIA compound was
Cleﬁred‘éf all.enemy and-éecured at, €347 hours (4-17 INF
'_Assgﬁlt7CP'Log3;

.Cé?taiﬁ!Béécﬁﬁwégithgn Qrdéred-ﬁq cléap the NCO Academy.
Tﬁé;é?isiétiil;a?gfaéﬁ;&éaiiof con£bovérs§ abdu£ thig order.
Cébtéiﬁ>Beééh:maiﬁ£ains thét thé Tésk Foréé opefatiohé order
N'cié$fiy st§£éd-thé£;£hé}65mb0éite'pia£00n.Wés:sﬁﬁboﬁed'to‘CIGQr
thgéélbuildiﬁgs_uﬁleés fésigtance waS‘metﬁ The éomﬁosi?Q 

platoon had.iéolated'phe;peninsula but had not yet entered any



nuildinges Lo clear the dchool of any crneomy. Uhe ooy rodusbano.s
it o had encountored was Lhe intial

main gate.

The 2nd Flateoon moved from the 8th CIA compound and Het up

a gecurity perimeter to the west of the Gulick Lodge and the
tennis courts. I-radlo d to Corporal Bennie Jonesg, the Alpha
Company-supply sergeant, to bring & resupply of ammunition from
the folL P Club ammunition bunker. He gathered up the
ammunition and drove it down the hill in a Humvee. The extra
ammunitidh wﬁs diétributed to the platecon by the =Zguad leaders.
~Captain Beedh algo radiced lgt Platoon and ordered Lieutenant
Cémpﬁéll t#lsénd aISquéd to reinforce 2nd Platoon. Captain
ﬁeECﬁugathféd SﬁGsWestern and me together, and we discussed
how we.wére going.to alear the buildings. The gchool compound
ccnsisféd-bf‘ﬁhreé buildings: the main =chool building(Building
400}, a small apartment building known asz the BOQ(Building
403), .and a b&rracks bulldlng(Bu1ld1ng 401) similar te those in
the Bth CIA Lompound We wouldjstart at Building 401 which was
closest_to the_Gullck Lodge. Captain_Beech told me that he
.waﬁted me]tb move“witﬂ.ﬁﬁd Plétqénias-it éle#red the compléx.

' A.squgd £§6mf2nd-?1§ﬂ6§p'was,set up in a support.positién,:and

:anothef équédﬁﬁas,préﬁafiﬁg thgaiﬁ a fOOthold.in'the.building
 jwhen Oaptaln Beech walked up and told me to go back to the Bth
;CIA compound He want@d me to ensure that the captured weapons
were belng evaéuated and to check on - the consolldatlon that Brd_
Platoon waé.conductlng He'than told me that he would“go_with:!

2nd Platoon insteadv‘It was 0458 hours at this time (4-17 INF
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Thae Y4nd Flatoeon surpresszaed Lhe upper floors ol Lho
building with M204, M-80, and anti-armoer weapon fire, while btho
tnitial ¢learing lLeam entered the bobbtom fioor. Unce again,
the soldiers had no idea 1f any of the buildings contained any

PDF holdoutz. The plauvcon had been instruchted to use more

pasgive btechniques of room clearing. We didn'tlt expect strong
registance from any holdouts, and we itried to avold any

fratricide. The company had been clearing roomz for aboul four

hours, and tha® inibial 2dge had begun Lo dull,

e Ingide Building 401, a soldier from the lead fire team

threw a fgrenade into what he thought was another room. IL was

+

really & cloget and the grenade bounced back into the room just

[
fu

5 the next clearing team, Captain Beech, and hig radio
oﬁe;ators walked in. Sergeant Steven Jehnson, o sguad leader o
“nd Platoecn, managed to kick it btowards bthe corner before 1t
exploded. The explosgion tore a hole in a water pipe and waler
guickly flooded the rcom (Beech, AAR). The grenade left a total
0of nine goldiers wounded. Miraqulously. no one was killed. The
flak vest and Kevlar hélmét had proven their worthf Only one of
the woundg was to the torszo area. All of the others were to
armg and legs. Five of the wounded weve immediate;y evacuated
by ﬁhebmeaics to Coco Bolo hogpital by a Humvee ambulﬁnce.
Within heoursg, they were on a helicopter to Howard Aif Force

Bage near Panama City. They were then evacuated by an Air Force
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Ann example of how guickly woundoed zoldiors were avacuitoed
PRET e ] 1. L T T g T <, T PP -
wons demonuytrated by Specialish Tony Falmerio, 3FC Falmorio

one of Capiain Beech's radio operabtors. The explosion uf the
grenade ripped a four inch gash in hizg abdemen. The cut wazg not
very deep, and he waited until Fort Espinar was secured To ek

medical attention., The company medica #ent him te the ald

'

gtalon to get hiz cut cieaned and stitched. He planned to

rejolin the company ag soon as poszible. The next word we heard

from SFC Palmerio wasd a mesgsage from him atl Kelly Alr Bage. 1t

wag amazing how gquickly sgoldiers were evacuated oul of Fanama.

A footnote-~When SFCO Palmerio was wounded, PVT Miller, the

1

o
o]
[

company supply clerk, became Captain Beech’g radio cpervator

. v,
i [

conbinued for Lhe remaining time the company was in Fanamz.

Lieutenant Campbell was then ingtructed to move one of his

T

séuads to the school compound to complete the ciearing of the
buildingsg. He left one szsquad guarding prigoners at the bage
field,the obther desgignated holding area. The squad picked up an
ammunition resupply near the Gulick Lodge and linked up with
the remaining two gguads of 2Znd Platoon whe had completed
clearing Building 401. .The Znd Sqﬁad of Znd platooﬁ get up an
overwatch position'and'1st Platoon entered Building 403. Each
squad cleared a floor. -Cne holdout wasg captﬁred in this
building. He had been hiding in'éishower in‘one of the roomg’

{(Campbell, AAR).

Another ovevwatch'position was established while 2nd
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InidE: Flak Vestz saved lives.

COMMENTES: Even bthough the flak vesit 13 exitra welght and lnmpedes

-

freedom ol movement, it saved the lives of zeveral Alpha

Company soldierg. Improvements need to be made Lo develop

lighter and more functional flak vezts,

ISEUE: Use of shotguns for clearing bullding:.

COMMENTE: Shotgunsg are safer and more effective in clearing

[44]

buildings in the envirenment in which Alpha Company cperated.
The company did not have to fight from recom-to-room and
grenades proved to be too much firepower. Additlonally, thea

£ £
4

hotguny were very effeclive inm blowing locks of

L!
- 8

2]

e [CE R

e

Infantry unitsz do not have shotgunz as organic equipment. All

~

shotgung used were captured weapons and the unit conbtinued %
e them the rest of the time in Fanrnama for iooting control and
curfew contrel. The M-203 grenade launcher bhazg a buckshot round

but it proved to be to weak Lo be effeclLive,

I”QUF LAW mere effeé@ivé on buildings than the new AT-4,
COMMENTS : The AT-4'g higher.kinetic energy produced very small
holes“iﬁ Buildings. Alpha company had anticipated uging anti-
tank wéaboﬁs'to_heip.make breaéhgs into buildings. The LAW
produced:a'larger bldéb foeét but it would take several shoté

at the zame point to produce a ugable hole In a building.
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COMMENT: A reliable pilewve of aquipmend. aliowsd g

p—

sperate over wider digtances with befter command and conire

IS5UE: Alpha Company knew the ground it was fighting on.
COMMENT: Alpha Company had the unprecedented opporiunity to
become intimately familiar with Forit Zzgpinar and +the FLF fon

"oy

the two monthsz pricor to Operation "Just Causze.” The rehearzals,

training, and intimidation cof the

351

DF resulted in & very zmooth

4

operation with minimal casuallie® on both sidez,

SB8UE: Traditional MOUT training by U.5. Army.
COMMENTS: Army MOUT training almozt golely concentratesz on

not realiztic in most low-

.
iz

roam-te~room fighting. This
intensity conflicts. The poggibilicy of civiliang in the area
ié uzually net takenrn into account. Thes emphasziz iz on active
room cléaring.(maximizing violence) . FPassgive room clearing
techniques are usually not taught to regular infantry goldiers.
Special Operations sgoldiers practice them frequently. After
Operatign “Just Cause,” the 7th Infantry Division began to
train'iniMOUT'ehvironments of both high and low level

intensity.
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